
 
St John Lutheran Church Summer 2023 Newsletter 

 
St. John is called by Christ to be a Sanctuary  That Welcomes and Serves All 

Our missional footprint in Farmington Hills/Farmington is certainly growing at St. John. 

Pathways in Compassion Nursing Home Visitation Ministry. The Residence, our home for adults 

with special needs. God’s Garden that will serve as bridge to larger community. And soon our 

tutoring program coming here in part through Antioch. Each of these ministries are an active 

representation of God’s peace working through many volunteers who share God’s love with 

others. Most of these are newer developments for us since the close of COVID. 

 

These ministries of course have been built on the foundation of our congregations work with 

Lutheran World Relief. None of these efforts could be established without our effort to 

strengthen the faith of our membership and friends which can be seen in worship, education, 

visitation. Christian care and fellowship. All of this taken together might answer the question, 

“What does it mean to be a Christian?” 

 

Lately, I have been thinking about the question, “Why am I a Christian?” Over the past year or 

so I have taken an active interest in classic literature which often creates the need for the 

“why” question and the following answer. At the age of 71 I have become more absorbed in 

trying to give an answer to this question to the next generation. It is natural for us to want to 

pass on our understanding of faith to loved ones who will replace us in life. One thing I realize is 

the answer to this question may change to some extent over time. This is not to be confused 

with one’s belief expressed in the classic or new creeds. 

 

For many of us, we wonder if the next generations will follow us in a life of faith? We see a 

church that it is greying and we wonder. Of course, if you ask ten Christians the “why” question 

you will likely get 10 different answers. Some will be more concerned about what happens after 

death, while others focus more on being the hands and feet of God right now, and yet others 

still are looking for community, a place to belong and become all they are meant to be. 

 

I guess the main reason I am a Christian is that I do believe that God has created everything and 

as a result, everything and everyone is sacred. Jesus fully God and fully man shares with us how 

we can live and share God’s love with others. It is my hope and prayer that this world becomes 

more peaceful and representative of what I have come to believe as God’s will. 

 

I have been taught this over time by individuals who have shared this love with me and my 

family. My mother suffered from mental illness and spent much time away from us in the 
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hospitals run by the state. It gave me an opportunity to live with other families as a very young 

child. I saw how members of our neighborhood and church came to my rescue and it was love 

which was God’s love working through them that really set the stage for my life of faith. 

 

And of course, as your Pastor many of you have inspired me through your faith and it is your 

faith that could be part of my answer. It seems that without the community of faith these ideals 

of peace/shalom might become lacking and as a result the world would become a harsher place 

with less hope and less love. Each of the ministries mentioned above could be an answer to the 

question. Our faith in the Risen Christ creates an opportunity for each of us to ask the question. 

In doing so I am confident that we will find the answer to the question as well. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

 A Truly Special Delivery 
 

For many years, the members of St. John’s Eucharistic Ministry team took Holy Communion to 

homebound members of our congregation.  That ministry was paused during the pandemic for the 

safety of both those giving and receiving this gift.  Now that life has largely returned to “normal,” we 

wish to resume the practice of providing Communion to those unable to attend worship services. 

Once each month, eucharistic ministers visit our homebound members 

to provide Communion and engage in friendly conversation.  This is a 

caring ministry that provides both spiritual nourishment and a personal 

connection to our church family.  If you would like to serve your fellow 

congregants in this way or would like to learn more, please contact  

Pastor Mark. 
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Synod Day at Comerica Park 

Family! Friends! Church Members! All are invited to  

Synod Day at Comerica Park, followed by fireworks 

Friday, August 25, 7:10 game time Tickets $25 

The SEMI Synod Office will only fill ticket  

orders placed by your church · No individual  

 tickets will be sold. · Paid ticket requests sub-

mitted to the Synod Office will be filled in advance · 

 All requests are due by July 25th 

 

If you would like to attend  Synod Day at Comerica Park.  Per the information given 
the order must be placed by the church.  If you want to attend let the church office 
know how may tickets you want and send that information in along with your 
payment.  I will then send the request for how many tickets along with payment.to the 
synod office.  I would like to have all requests for tickets along with payment by July 
18th.   

  

 

 

 

 

JULY 2023 

SUNDAY 

2  The Mikkola Family  

9 The Marshall Family 

16 Maria Gilligan 

23 The Caudle Family 

30  Hoffman and Stear 

 

AUGUST 2023 

SUNDAY 

6 The Dresden Family 

13 Toni Lewis and Maria Gilligan 

20 The Mikkola Family 

27  The Marshall Family 

Thank you to all those who have volunteered 

to serve as coffee fellowship hour hosts and 

hostesses.   

A special Thank you to Joanne Hagen who has 

served as coordinator for a long time but is not 

able to continue. 

 

Soon there will be a sign up sheet in the  

narthex café area where you can sign up to 

host a coffee hour.  Anyone is welcome to sign 

up .  There will be coffee hour instruction 

sheets detailing how to make the coffee and  

instruction on set up and clean up.  Please fill 

free to take one.  Also if you have never done 

coffee hour and want to but are not 

comfortable using only the instruction sheet . 

No worries training if needed will be  

provided .  Just let it be known that you would 

like training.  .   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PMRMuW0MFR7bD0MWTbIFA-308qKl6nMS8tP3sFbCYWKnKS-8xDvdcCCRs4tBcXc4-PdRfVw1pFG_JQPRMhcQZWIRWEcy8D6o_ZN9VSPQtfIN1UOy5XAXezIfZLgu25qB7NLM6eJ6ksWyibisReoHL7PNqyYquvcTazLvPepAOOXdSksTdcGQRaK9ZF-j_2Pafg7U-BgABocM6_WIYf0uCpGzOCkQU6esCP4
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OUR JOINT CHOIR 

Joint Choir rehearsals have continued 

since Fall 2022 and concluded at the end 

of May. Our last joint rehearsal 

was  Thursday, May 25th.  The choir’s 

final Sunday for the program year was 

Pentecost Sunday (May 28th).   
 

I am thankful for our dedicated choir 

members who persevered  through more 

than 6 months of shifting schedules and 

compromises.  Moving forward,  I am 

excited to be working with one group, in 

one place.  
 

RECITAL REFLECTIONS   
 

I was thankful for your support of the 

special recitals sponsored by both 

congregations since Nov. 

2022.  These  were the recital with 

Joanna Percy of St. John in March and 

the final organ  recital on April 30th at 

Antioch.  Three colleagues,  Ann Buland, 

Stephen Warner, Tom Curry,  and I 

shared the space in a farewell Recital to 

the beautiful  Skinner Organ.   I thank you 

for your continued support and look 

forward to special music events at St. 

John in 2023-2024 and beyond.   
 

 Final Service at Antioch  
 

Thank you to the choir members who 

sang in the massed choir that was 

assembled to lead worship for the 

Farewell Worship at  Antioch on Sunday, 

June 4th.  I also appreciate members of 

St. John who supported Antioch by 

attending the Farewell  and worshipping 

alongside a congregation that was saying 

good-bye.  It was a special marking of 

ministry at Antioch and a joyous 

celebration of 65 years of good work in 

Farmington Hills.   
 

Choir Party 

 

Joint Choir was graciously hosted  at the 

home of Antioch members Ingrid and Tom 

Haeusler in South Luton.  (Tom is a tenor 

in the choir.) The gathering on 

Wednesday, June 7th was a spirited way 

to end the year  - food, fun, a sing-a-long 

and most of all an expression of 

friendship.  Thank you Ingrid and Tom for 

hosting. 
 

Antioch Donation 

 

The choir library at St. John has been 

enhanced by a donation of the majority of 

the musical scores in the Antioch library of 

music for choir,  bells and organ.  I greatly 

appreciate this donation.  The 

expansion  of choice will help us and 

you’ll hear many selections from each 

collection next year.  As well, many 

people from St. John helped to transport 

the boxes to St. John - about 40 in 

all.  Thank you. 
 

Sean Michael Jackman       —       Director or Music 
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Antioch also donated the beautiful 

Yamaha grand piano from the sanctuary 

there.   Somewhat  larger, it will be used 

in the sanctuary and the current Boston 

piano at St. John  will be moved to the 

choir room.  The upright currently in the 

choir room  is being  sold with funds 

returning to the Music Fund at St. 

John.  Again, this is a special gift from 

Antioch and will assist us all sing praise 

for many years to come. 
 

Bells 

Four people rang bells on Sunday, June 

11th.  Dan Bingham and a friend, Kathy 

Charbeneau, and two experienced ringers 

from Antioch - Julie Cyrus and David 

Parker played. I appreciate their 

participation and hope you enjoyed  the 

selections for four ringers and piano by 

Anne Krentz Organ.  I am planning to start 

a permanent bell group for the Fall and 

beyond.   
 

Future Dates 

 

Open Choir will start on Sunday, Sept. 

10th.  I have held these kinds of rehearsal 

in the past and they have worked 

well.  We will  meet in the choir at 9 am on 

the Open Choir Sunday and present the 

piece that same day.  Many pieces are 

written for one rehearsal preparation and 

these simple but well-crafted pieces help 

engage  singers who cannot commit to 

weekly rehearsals.   

 

First Choir Rehearsal  - Thursday, Sept. 

7th at 7 pm in  the choir room. 
 

First Sunday for Choir Singing in church - 

Sunday, Sept. 17, 2023.  Please meet in 

the choir room at 9 am. 
 

I look forward to meeting each of you.  I 

appreciate your comments or questions.  I 

hope you enjoy the fine days of our 

Michigan summer. 
 

Sincerely 

  
Sean Michael Jackman 

 

Director of Music and Organist 
Email:  seanmjackman@gmail.com 

Cell 734.730.7423 

 

 

Sean Michael Jackman       —       Director or Music 
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New Life for the Parish House! 

 

The Parish House (the little house just south of 

the church) is getting a new mission. Originally 

built as a parsonage, the Parish House has also 

been home to refugees, pastoral interns and 

others who needed a place to live during a 

tough time. Now it will have a new mission as 

"The Residence" -- a home for adults with 

intellectual and developmental 

disabilities. Below is a letter from Board 

President John Dresden. 

Parish House update 6-6-23 

 

At last night’s board meeting, the board 

voted for using the parish house as a 

residence for individuals with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities with 

Community Living Centers running the 

house be adopted. 

 

We all agreed that this is a great 

opportunity for Christian outreach, doing 

god’s work, helping others that need help, 

and will also give us some extra income. 

 

The plan for getting persons in the house 

is by the end of September of this year.  

  

The St. John board also cannot thank the 

few church members that have been 

working on the parish house and have put 

so much of their time and effort in getting it 

ready. 

 

As the house is getting close to the final 

stages, our main project is that we still 

need to update the main upstairs 

bathroom to be compliant with the 

Community Living Centers requirements.  

 

This has an estimated cost somewhere 

from $12,000 to $20,000. We are getting a 

few more quotes on getting the work done.    

 

We are looking for extra donations from 

the congregation to get this work 

completed. 

 

John Dresden III 

Board President 

 

NOTE:  Thank you to the donors who 

have given all of the monies needed to 

complete the work at the parish house. 
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June 

6/2   Nancy Janik 

 Loretta Myers 

6/4  Jodi Ouellette 

6/9  Brian George 

 Margaret (Peg) Jenks 

6/13 Tim Schafer 

6/16 Chad Hoffman 

 Sandy Kennedy 

 Elise Kramer 

6/17 Donna Bosanko 

6/21 Cheryl Berling 

6/26 Keven Blaker 

 Kaitlyn Savanyu 

6/27 Daniel Bingham 

 Judy Elias 

6/30 Robert Savanyu 

  

 

 

 

July 

7/1 Kari Varns 

7/4 Eric Stenson 

7/7 Sean Jackman 

7/8 Paige Brannon 

 Parker Brannon 

7/20 Stella Weller 

7/22 Rich Kincaide 

7/27 Jo Ann Adams 

 Bill Kennedy 

7/28 Sally Stauffer 

7/29 Shirley Niesyto 

7/30 Erin Pavlovich 

7/31 Dave Rowe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 

8/2 Elaine Anderson 

8/6 Christopher Blaker 

8/10 Johnathan Westbrook 

8/11 Gilda Bingham 

 Dave Stenson 

8/15 Judith Merrell 

 Jessica Ward 

8/21 Carol Sterling 

8/24 Larry Craig 

8/25 John Dilland 

8/26 Allie McDowell 

8/30 Anna Boczkaja 
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Members 

Karen Brosch 

Denny Mahle 

Dave Rowe 

Fran Copp 

Larry Urevig 

Gene Kohli 

Diane Stanton 

Lois Makee 

Earl Hagen 

Mary Galloway 

Marlou Grudt 

Chris Janik 

Diana Canup 

Ward Varns 

Ellen Zatolokin 

Delores Winquist 

Eunice Gould 

Eva Paulson 

Tammy Kilpatrick 

Jodi Oulette 

Friends and Family 

Carli Mischner, 

Bob Carlson, 

Bob Niesyto, 

Jean Nelson (Niesyto) 

Dale Copp (Copp) 

Daisy Anderson, 

Karen Call (Bosanko) 

The Niskanen family, 

Max Mccoll  (Hoffman) 

Chet Klaska, 

Diane Ford (Blaker) 

Bill Horton (Brugman)  

Steve Keller (Androvich) 

Lisa Rubenstein, 

Mary & Bill Burgin (Fisher) 

Barbara Kaiser, 

Colleen Davis (Henkel) 

Jaden Henkel 

Ole Hagen 

Barbara Camp (Adams) 

Leeanne Stenson 

Ken Sandberg (Lunski) 

Karen & Roy Juntunen 

Brent Canup Jr.  

Brent Canup Sr. 

Pat Holland 

George Austin (Craig) 

Val Burkhardt  

Leilani Sibinovski 

Julie Chambers 

Kristin Stoneback 

Lloyd Borsvold, 

Jane Borsvold (Sailus) 

Patty & Pete Herman 

(Brundage) 

Cheryl Cottongin 

Mardee Thomas 

(Galloway) 

Rosalind McLendan (Dale) 

Mary Rellinger (Switzer) 

Carol Collins (Hagen) 

Jeffrey Wetzel (Merrell) 

  Serving in the 

Armed  Forces: 

Jacob Bush (Hoffman) 

Collin Doolan (Fisher) 

Michael Jamieson (Nader) 

Tommy Waller (Rowe) 

 

Please send prayer list 

updates to the church office 

at  om@stjohn-elca.org. 

 

Many Thanks to Pat Gransee 
for sending out cards to the 
people on our prayer 
concerns list.  If you have 
someone on the list to whom 
you would like a card sent, 
contact the office.  Thank 
you! 
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I would like to thank the 

people listed below for 

all your help with the 

making of nisu and 

pasties.  We could not 

do it without all of you 

helping out.  From peeling vegetables, to 

crimping the crust, to making sure the milk wasn't 

too hot, it takes all of us to make it work. 

 

Wayne Raylean 

Doug & Diane Stanton 

Nancy Leszczynski 

Sandy & Bill Kennedy 

Julie, Dave & Eric Rowe 

Harold Galloway 

Tom Taepke 

Janet & Wolfgang Henkel 

Darlene, Marshall, Jessie, Daisy & MJ Anderson 

Nancy & Chris Janik 

Pam & Art Mikkola 

Gail Schleif (Cleon) 

Brenda & Terry Shelton 

Lorna Wiljanen 

Jessica & Jackson Ward 

Tom Bosanko 

 

Of course, I also want to thank all of you that 

purchased the nisu and pasties.  Without you we 

would not have been able to give the church 

more than $5500.00. 

 

Thank you again, 

Donna Bosanko 

 

 

 

In Christian 

sympathy we 

express our 

condolences to the 

family of Carol 

Sterling who died 

peacefully in her 

sleep on June 19 

 . 

Carol and her husband Richard were long time 

members of St John.  There are no details at this 

time as to when or where there will be a service. 

Condolences may be sent to her daughter Rene 

at: 

 

-----Mr. & Mrs. Craig Henriksen 

-----8448 Starwood 

-----Fenton MI 48430 

 

Rest eternal grant Carol, O Lord, and let light 

perpetual shine upon her. 

******************************************************** 

Eva Paulson has been moved to assisted living. 

 

Eva Paulson 

Halstead Place 

29451 Halsted Rd. 

Apt. 210 

Farmington  Hills 48331 

248/482-8715 
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STAFF   

Pastor      Rev. Dr. Mark Fisher 

Office Manager      Marie Cook  

Director of Mission Advancement  Ashleigh Altemann  

Director of Music    Sean Michael Jackman 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Worship and Music           Janet Henkel 

Spiritual Development and Outreach      Kevin O’Brien  

Mission Advancement    Ashleigh Altemann 

Member Care    Kris O’Brien 

Young Families and Children  Karen Boczkaja  

Stewardship Of Resources    Dave Androvich  

Communications              Elaine Pearson 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

John Dresden 

 

Chris Janik 

 

Gilda Bingham  

 

Tom Bosanko 

 

Loraine Stear 

 

Glenn Ming 
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 And / or Current resident  
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Farmington Hills, MI 48335  

248-474-0584 om@stjohn-elca.org 

www.stjohn-elca.org 

The Staff at St. John is here to serve you.  If you have questions or concerns, please give us a 
call; we will be happy to talk to you.   

Inside this issue  

Pastors Reflection …………………………….     1 –2 

Director of Mission and Advancement  3-5 

Gods Garden Update    6 

Coffee Hour  .........      7 

Summer Camps ...      10-11 

Director of Music ..      12-13 

Birthdays ..............      15 

Prayer List ............      16              


